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Confusing Questions Unanswered in Patterson Mystery
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By CLIFF SHERRILL

Where are Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Patterson?
Why did they disappear like magic from their home
at 3000 Piedmont avenue the night of March 5?
Did they leave voluntarily? By ruse or trick? By compulsion, under threat of instant death if they didn't go?
If they left voluntarily, what was the reason?
If they left by force or threat, who forced or threatened them?
And if they disappeared by force or threat, what was
the motive of the person or persons guilty of the force
or threat? .Robbery? Extortion? A desire to keep the
Pattersons from telling something they knew?
These are among questions that remain unanswered
in one of the greatest mysteries in El Paso's history.
The questions apparently are no nearer answers than
they were when it was first made public last August that
Mr and Mrs. Patterson had vanished from El Paso without leaying-any information.about where they went.
The only word that is credited with having come from
them was a telegram sent from Dallas last March 15.
That telegram was sent to Herbert Roth of 4110 Darwood drive. Mr. Roth is an accountant who had done

'

'' •

considerable work for Mr. Patterson-, in connection with
the Patterson Photo Supply business at 113 East Main
street.
Mr. Roth never has released the contents of the telegram for publication.
He did disclose the general contents of the message. .
The substance of the message consisted of directions
that Mr. Roth serve as business manager of the Patterson
store, that D. G. Kirkland, then manager of Duffy Photo
Service in El Paso, be named manager of the Patterson
store, and certain other directions as to the handling
of the Pattersons' affairs.
These included directions that a trailerhouse owned
by Mr. Patterson be sold and the money used in the
business of the store, and that the Patterson home be
rented for nine months at least.
The telegram was telephoned to the Western Union
office in Dallas from a pay station in the vicinity of
'Love Field and was paid for in nickels, dimes and
quarters. One report said the telegram,bore the name
"W. H. Patterson" and another report said it .bore the
name "Pat."
.
.
.
Here is a brief of the established facts relating to Mr.
and Mrs. Patterson Just before they disappeared.
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Cecil J. Ward, owner of Ward Motor Clinic at 2800
Wyoming street, and Mrs. Ward were at the Patterson
home the night of Monday, March 4. Mr. Ward and Mr.
Patterson worked together on a boat Mr. Patterson was
building in the garage of the Patterson home. They were
putting a glass surface on the boat. Among, other tools,
they used an electric sanding machine to smooth the
wood surface of the boat.
: .
Mrs. Ward and Mrs. Patterson • were together in .the
living room of the Patterosn home. They spent the evening in general conversation. Mrs. Ward said she insisted that Mrs. Patterson and she'wash the dinner
dishes together, but Mrs. Patterson turned that down,
saying she preferred to Just .sit and talk.
"Margaret (Mrs. Patterson) never mentioned anything
at all about plans for a trip,'1 Mrs..Ward said.
Mr. Ward said Mr. Patterson said nothing about any
intention o f making a .trip.
. . . .
"On the contrary, he talked about what we would do
on the boat other nights during the week, and .about
plans for fishing and doing a lot of other things during
(Contlnmd ba ?«'j« «, Column 1)
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It willing to sound off on an note books and pencils.
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Pasadena High School where she was secretary ot the stuoent
council, class parliamentarian and head twirler of tne school
band. Sha is secretary of the freshman class at Sul Ross and
.active in the Order of the Rainbow for Sirls. Her college
major i« business administration.
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